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of prevention and imprisonment, I would be
in favor of it. I will work with you to do any-
thing I can in that regard.

Mayor Rice. Thank you, Mr. President. The
next questioner is Paul Helmke, mayor of Fort
Wayne.

Mayor Helmke. It’s good to have the oppor-
tunity to talk to you again, Mr. President.

The President. Thank you.

[Mayor Helmke, chair of the advisory board,
U.S. Conference of Mayors, asked the President
what could be done to ensure that Federal funds
to cities remain flexible so mayors can meet the
needs of their citizens.]

The President. First of all, Paul, let me say
that I think that we have to do this. I didn’t
give you any specific numbers in my remarks,
but let me tell you that even with a 10-year
balanced budget plan, if you don’t cut education
and if you have a tax cut much smaller than
the ones contemplated by either the Senate or
the House, it would still require about a 20-
percent overall cut in other discretionary spend-
ing because we’re all at about the same place
on where we think defense ought to be.

Now, that’s over a 10-year period—for my
budget at least. What I think we need to do
here is, before this budget is actually passed
in the fall or in late summer, but probably be
in the fall, we need to know before the budget
is passed what the new arrangements with our
cities will be.

Let me just give you one example. I would
like to preserve the community development
block grant program, if we can. I have proposed
it to be continued at the present level of funding
in 1996. The Senate budget resolution proposes
to cut it in half. What I think we ought to
do—and I know—by the way, I wanted to com-
pliment Secretary Cisneros. He has been waging
a very strong fight within our administration to
try to make sure that the cuts come in other

areas and the community development block
grant program is preserved at its present level.
We could do that. You might argue that we
could even increase it if some of the other cat-
egorical programs were folded into it so that
if we are going to go forward here, maybe some
new purposes should be added to it.

I am open to all that. I want to reduce regula-
tion. I want to increase your flexibility, not just
for the cities but for all local units. We just
announced a 40-percent cut in the regulations
of the Department of Education, for example.
Most of you don’t run your own school districts,
but some of you do, and that will be important
to you.

We are moving in the right direction here.
But I think we have got to be willing, before
this budget is passed, to sit down with the cities
and, in fairness, also with the States and the
counties, and try to design what the new agree-
ment will be about this money and how it’s
going to be funded. And I think there are great
opportunities for you to get some more flexi-
bility and for you to determine how we ought
to do it. And I am more than willing to go
forward with you on that basis.

Mayor Rice. Mr. President, we thank you very
much for giving us this opportunity, and we
will take the challenge to respond and open
up a dialog that really moves this country for-
ward in the interest of cities and the people
that we represent.

The President. Thank you. Mayor Rice, Mayor
Daley, Mayor Helmke, thank you all. I appre-
ciate your good work.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:15 a.m. from
Room 459 of the Old Executive Office Building
to the meeting in Miami, FL. In his remarks, he
referred to Mayor Victor Ashe of Knoxville, TN,
immediate past president, U.S. Conference of
Mayors, and Mayor Steve Clark of Miami, FL.

Statement on House Action To Lift the Moratorium on Oil and Gas
Drilling on the Outer Continental Shelf
June 20, 1995

Today’s vote by a House subcommittee to lift
the moratorium on oil and gas drilling on the

Outer Continental Shelf would overturn a long-
time bipartisan consensus on the need to protect
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the environment and economies of California,
Florida, the Pacific Northwest, Alaska, and other
coastal States.

This action is a mistake, and I will have no
part of it. I will not allow oil and gas drilling
off our Nation’s most sensitive coastlines on my

watch. America’s coastlines are simply too im-
portant to our economy and our way of life.

This is yet another example of the zealous
efforts of the Republican Congress to roll back
environmental laws. Those laws serve the Amer-
ican people well, and I will fight to maintain
them.

Message to the Congress Transmitting the Latvia-United States
Fishery Agreement
June 20, 1995

To the Congress of the United States:
In accordance with the Magnuson Fishery

Conservation and Management Act of 1976 (16
U.S.C. 1801 et seq.), I transmit herewith an
Agreement Between the Government of the
United States of America and the Government
of the Republic of Latvia Extending the Agree-
ment of April 8, 1993, Concerning Fisheries Off
the Coasts of the United States. The Agreement,
which was effected by an exchange of notes
at Riga on March 28, 1995, and April 4, 1995,

extends the 1993 Agreement to December 31,
1997.

In light of the importance of our fisheries
relationship with the Republic of Latvia, I urge
that the Congress give favorable consideration
to this Agreement at an early date.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
June 20, 1995.

Remarks at the Congressional Picnic
June 20, 1995

Let me welcome you to the back lawn of
the White House. I believe this is the first time
in 3 years we’ve done this when we have not
had a tent. And thank goodness the weather
cooperated. But as a result of that, we all have
a lot more room to get up and walk around.
And I think it’s a little cooler and breezier than
it normally is. We’re delighted to have you all
here.

I want to thank the Marine Free Country
Band that was playing a little bit before we
came up. They did a great job. And I want
to say a special thanks to David Sanborne and
the Manhattan School of Music Orchestra who
are about to entertain us and who are quite
wonderful.

We’re going to listen to them play a few
songs, and then I want—Hillary and I want to
get up and kind of wander around and say hello
to all of you. I want to thank you again for

coming and echo the Vice President’s words—
we really look forward to this every year, a time
when Members of Congress can come and bring
their families and just relax and have a good
time and enjoy this wonderful place that is
America’s home. I think it puts us all in a little
better frame of mind. And I know it always
energizes me to get up in the morning and
go to work with a more positive outlook.

We’re delighted to see you. We welcome you.
And let’s get on with the show. Thank you very
much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:58 p.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House.
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